
  Brain Research Foundation  2016-17 Annual Report  A

Brain Research Foundation  2016-2017 Annual Report



B  Brain Research Foundation  2016-17 Annual Report

 	

ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease)

Age-related macular  
degeneration (AMD) 

Aggressive disorder

Alcoholism

Alzheimer’s disease

Anorexia nervosa

Anxiety disorders

Aphasia

Arteriovenous malformation

Asperger syndrome

Attention deficit disorder

Autism

Batten disease

Bell’s palsy

Bipolar disorder

Blindness

Brain aneurysm

Brain cancer 

Brain development

Brain tumors

Bulimia

Cerebral palsy

Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease

Concussion

Conduct disorder

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease

Dandy-Walker syndrome

Dementia

Depression

Developmental disorders

Down syndrome

Dystonia

Eating disorders

Encephalopathy

Epilepsy

Fatal familial insomnia

Fragile X syndrome

Frontotemporal lobar  
degeneration

Guillain-Barré syndrome

Hemifacial spasm

Huntington’s disease

Learning disability

Lewy body dementia

Locked-in syndrom

Manic-depressive illness

Meningitis

Mental retardation

Migraine headaches

Motor neuron disease

Multiple sclerosis

Muscular dystrophy

Myasthenia gravis

Narcolepsy

Nicotine addiction

Obsessive-compulsive disorder

Opioid addiction and  
dependency 

Panic disorder

Parkinson’s disease

Periferal neuropathy

Pick’s disease

Post traumatic stress  
disorder( PTSD) 

Prion disease

Restless legs syndrome

Rett syndrome

Schizophrenia

Sleep apnea

Spinal cord injury

Spinal muscular atrophy 

Stroke

Substance abuse disorders

Tay-Sachs disease

Tourette syndrome

Transient ischemic attack 

Traumatic brain injury (TBI)

Trigeminal neuralgia

Tuberous sclerosis

Our grantees are transforming our understanding of all neurological diseases and disorders

http://thebrf.org/Research+Topics/Matic
http://thebrf.org/Research+Topics/Matic
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Innovative scientists.  
Novel ideas.  
Cutting-edge technology.
They are all essential to transform our understanding of the  
brain and develop better treatments for brain diseases. 

For nearly 65 years, Brain Research Foundation has built 
momentum in the field of neuroscience by helping the most 
innovative scientists get the best ideas off the ground. 

Each BRF grant helps a scientist explore their boldest ideas, 
generate results and ideally secure more funding. More 
funding leads to new technology and more progress. Each 
advance brings the field closer to breakthroughs.  
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Brain Research Foundation 
(BRF) is the oldest 
organization funding 
neuroscience in the country. 
And over the decades, we 

have continued to support the most cutting-edge neuroscience 
research, funding innovative technology and capitalizing on 
answers that have been uncovered about the brain to increase 
the momentum of scientific discovery. 

In our 2016-2017 Annual Report, you will learn about some of 
the game-changing research projects we have funded and hear 
donors explain in their own words why they have chosen to 
support the mission of BRF.  

Over sixty years ago the scientific co-founder of Brain Research 
Foundation, Dr. Frederic Gibbs wrote “We have probed the 
depths of space and scrutinized the interior of the atom, but we 
have hardly begun to explore the universe that lies between our 
ears.” Dr. Gibbs’ foresight led to this visionary organization that 
focuses on the entire brain— not just one disorder.

As a scientist, I worked on areas of drug research related to 
depression, drug addiction and stroke. As the CEO of BRF, I 
have “expanded my research” and now get to take a disease-
neutral approach by supporting research to uncover how the 
brain functions, how it is organized and how it can be repaired. 

Throughout my 15 years in this position, my passion for this 
organization has never faltered. I wholeheartedly believe in its 
mission and it adds purpose to my life.  Each year is a new year, 
filled with new innovative research ideas and new advancements 

in neuroscience. And BRF plays a critical role in its progress 
year after year.  

The Foundation actively supports talented scientists who will 
have an enormous impact on the future of neuroscience. The 
pathway to scientific discovery is a challenging and lengthy 
process, but we are committed to taking these calculated risks 
because the pay-offs will eventually be new treatments and 
cures for neurological diseases. 

Since the Brain Research Foundation’s inception in 1953, 
the Foundation has contributed over $46 million to advance 
neuroscience. In fiscal years 2016-2017, we were pleased to 
be able to donate over $3.8 million toward brain research. 
By contributing to this cause, you are contributing to both an 
impressive history of achievements and laying the groundwork 
for a promising future. Our mission has never wavered and 
the ultimate goal remains the same - to help everyone who is 
struggling with devastating brain disorders.

Thank you for being part of the momentum to discoveries.

Sincerely,

 
Terre A. Constantine, Ph.D. 
Executive Director and CEO 

Dear Friends,
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I joined this board almost 
34 years ago. I had a 
personal connection with 
an individual, Bill Fay, who 
was already a part of the 

organization and was very passionate about the mission. In 1983 
Bill had been on the board for 25 years, and was involved with 
the formation of this Foundation due to his search to find a cure 
for seizures for his daughter.  

Fast forward to 2015 when I was asked to take on the role of 
Chairman of the Board. I accepted, primarily due to the theme of 
this annual report: momentum. You see, after watching decades 
of progress from the research that we fund, one could not help 
but notice the escalating momentum in neuroscience research 
over the past few years. I truly felt that now was the time for me 
to step into this leadership role to capitalize upon the increase in 
scientific research of the brain. 

I would like to share with you a few key highlights that keep us 
moving forward: 
. �We can once again say that 100% of contributions go directly 

towards research. This is due to our very lean operational costs 
being entirely funded by our investment income.

. �On average, every dollar BRF has provided to Seed Grant 
recipients has resulted in more than $22 in additional funding 
from other sources. 

 
Additionally, our forward momentum has attracted a new group 
of philanthropists and leaders with the establishment of our 
Young Leadership Board. They are a dynamic group of young 
professionals that has a passion for our mission and personal 
stories that they are willing to share. I look forward to watching 
them grow and thrive.

To my fellow Trustees, thank you for allowing me to best guide 
what we do and how we do it, so that we may continue to grow 
our influence and expand our board. Our reach will only become 
greater if we continue at this rate and I sincerely appreciate all of 
your guidance and support. 

To Dr. Terre A. Constantine, thank you for continuing to build 
our momentum by managing all the moving pieces of the 
day-to-day operations including our staff. Thank you, too, to 
the extraordinary Scientific Review Committee, which works 
tirelessly, reviewing all Letters of Intent and applications to 
recommend the best and most pioneering research.

To our friends and donors, if you’ve been donating for a while, 
I thank you for your continued engagement and investment. If 
you’ve donated for the first time recently, then I welcome you 
and thank you for trusting us. I believe that together we will 
continue this forward momentum and one day soon we will know 
a world that will see the end of grave neurological conditions and 
that some of the important solutions can be traced directly to 
the science we are funding today. Thank you for joining us.

Yours Sincerely,

Peter Pond
Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Dear Friends,
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ACCELERATE
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Sometimes science is as much about serendipity as it is 
about hard work and novel ideas. Experiments may lead to 
unexpected, but very important insights. A researcher may 
develop a technique or a technology for studying one brain 
disease that ends up being very useful for studying another. 

That’s why BRF takes an inclusive approach to studying 
the brain. While many charities focus on just one disease 
or disorder, BRF focuses on funding the most innovative 
scientists regardless of which area of the brain they study. 

This approach allows scientists to focus on uncovering how 
the brain works on a fundamental level and allows successes 
in one area to accelerate into momentum across the field  
of neuroscience.  

ACCELERATEThe next field-changing innovation is 
likely to come from an unexpected place. 
That’s why BRF supports the best and 
brightest neuroscientists and their game-
changing ideas to uncover the mysteries 
of the brain.
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DISCOVER“�I found this most exciting: when I was 
looking for funding, I saw that BRF 
is an organization that wants us to be 
brave and bold. Since we are constantly 
walking on the edge of a cliff, let’s just 
be ourselves and write to them and ask 
if they’d be interested.” 
—�Yamuna Krishnan, Ph.D.,  

The University of Chicago, 
Department of Chemistry,  
BRF Scientific Innovations  
Award recipient.
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A step up for innovators 
BRF Fay/Frank Seed Grants give early career 
scientists a leg up on the competition. Young 
researchers use the grants to generate preliminary 
data to show that their innovative ideas can work. 
This has been proven to lead to additional funding.

BRF Scientific Innovations Awards provide 
$150,000 over two years to help established and 
productive neuroscience investigators sustain 
innovative research projects that have the 
potential to yield significant findings and deepen 
our understanding of the brain.

Private funders step up as federal  
funding lags 
Organizations like Brain Research Foundation and 
other private funders are shouldering an increasing 
share of support for basic science research. In 
fact, according to a report from the National 
Science Foundation, 2015 marked the first time in 
several decades federal funding fell below half of 
all US funding for basic research:1

. �Federal grants accounted for just 44% of the $86 
billion spent on basic research in 2015.1

. �In the 1960s and 1970s the US government 
provided 70% of funds for basic science.1

. �Private funders are helping fill the gap, investing 
about $1 billion in basic research in 2015.2

As a result of this lag in federal investment, 
researchers face very stiff competition for the 
grants available. These grants often support the 
overhead of a laboratory budget. And recent data 
suggests a small number of elite laboratories get a 
disproportionately large share of the money.3 

The stakes are highest for early career researchers 
because those who win the largest grants in their 
first attempts are likely to continue to receive a 
larger share of funding for years. Conversely, those 
with the smallest grants starting out are likely to 
receive a more meager share of funding.3 

Innovative scientists are also at a disadvantage 
when it comes to federal funding. With limited 
money to award, the National Institutes of Health 
and other federal funders tend to choose the 
safest bets. They favor researchers with a long 
track record of successful results with a particular 
set of techniques. This often disadvantages 
scientists who are trying to pivot to using a new 
direction of research. 

But BRF has the vision and flexibility to focus its 
grants on the scientists willing to take these risks 
and propel their fields forward. 

1 �Science, Jeffrey Mervis. Data check: U.S. Government Share of Basic Research Funding Falls Below 50%.  
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/03/data-check-us-government-share-basic-research-funding-falls-below-50

2 �Science Philanthropy Alliance. Private Funding for Basic Science Research Exceeds $1-2 billion. 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/private-funding-for-basic-science-research-at-u-s-universities-and-
colleges-exceeds-1-2-billion-in-2015-news-release/. A report by the Science Philanthropy Alliance. Accessed August 28, 2017. 

3 �Harvard Berkman Klein Center for Internet & Society Research Publication, Katz Yarden and Ulrich Matter. On the Biomedical Elite: Inequality 
and Stasis in Scientific Knowledge Production. Published July 11, 2017. Accessed August 30, 2018. https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/
handle/1/33373356/BKC_Report_KatzMatter2017.pdf?sequence=1 

DISCOVER
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BRF Fay/Frank Seed Grants give early career scientists 
the boost they need to establish laboratories and test 
out their ideas. The Seed Grants provide $80,000 over 
two years. Young investigators are then able to generate  
preliminary data needed to compete for larger grants from 
traditional funding sources. 

Established neuroscience researchers compete for  
BRF Scientific Innovations Awards. Winners receive 
$150,000 over two years to support research projects  
that may be too innovative and speculative for traditional 
funding sources, but still have a high likelihood of producing 
important findings in a very short time.

Transformative Grants for  
Transformative Scientists
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Transformative Grants for  
Transformative Scientists
 

Each year, the top universities from around the country nominate some of 
their brightest scientists for BRF grants. These scientists lay out their vision  
for how their research is going to contribute to better understanding the brain 
or a disease affecting the brain in a detailed research proposal. 

BRF’s Scientific Review Committee, which is made up of an esteemed  
panel of neuroscientists with diverse backgrounds, analyze these proposals. 
Their goal is to identify the scientists and projects with the most potential  
to be transformative. 

The SRC considers not only the impact of a potential project on understanding 
the brain, but also the collateral benefits of the work that may multiply the 
return on investment. 

So far, they’ve been prescient. For every dollar of BRF funding, grantees go 
on to earn on average $22 more in additional grants. This allows their labs 
to build capacity and momentum. Along the way, BRF-funded labs may train 
dozens of new scientists and greatly impact the field of neuroscience.

“�As the Scientific Review 
Committee, we’re trying to 
identify those investigators who 
can think big,” said Scientific 
Review Committee member 
Daniel Peterson, Ph.D.,Vice 
Chairman of the Department 
of Neurosciences at Rosalind 
Franklin University. “They see 
what can be done to transform 
the field, to move it forward.”
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2016  
SCIENTIFIC INNOVATIONS AWARD RECIPIENTS 

AUTISM, SCHIZOPHRENIA, LEARNING,  
NTELLECTUAL DISABILITY

Thomas Biederer, Ph.D.
Tufts University 
Department of Neuroscience
Mapping and restoring synaptic connectivity  
in brain disorders

ALZHEIMER’S, PARKINSON’S, DEMENTIA, STROKE

Yamuna Krishnan, Ph.D.
The University of Chicago 
Department of Chemistry
Dissecting microglial function in neuroinflammation by 
mapping nitric oxide in real time in the living brain

NEURODEGENERATIVE DISEASES, BRAIN CIRCUITRY

Jeffrey Macklis, M.D., Ph.D. 
Harvard University 
Department of Stem Cell and Regenerative Biology
Specificity and defects of neuronal circuitry in health and 
disease: Growth cone proteomes and RNA

GENERAL ANESTHESIA, LOSS OF  
CONSCIOUSNESS, SLEEP

Fan Wang, Ph.D.
Duke University 
Department of Neurobiology
Unravel the neuronal pathways underlying  
anesthesia-induced loss of consciousness

2017  
SCIENTIFIC INNOVATIONS AWARD RECIPIENTS 

PSYCHIATRIC DISEASES

Schahram Akbarian, M.D., Ph.D.
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
Department of Psychiatry and Department of 
Neuroscience
Retrospective neurogenomics in the mouse

SCHIZOPHRENIA, AUTISM

Edward M. Callaway, Ph.D.
The Salk Institute 
Systems Neurobiology Laboratories
Epigenetic mechanisms linking cerebral cortical cell types 
to gene expression and connectivity

PARKINSON’S DISEASE 
James H. Eberwine, Ph.D.
University of Pennsylvania 
Systems Pharmacology and Translational Therapeutics
Single mitochondrion analysis and engineering for human  
neurological disease

“�The Seed Grants from BRF were 
critical to the early development of our 
laboratory. And the recipients this year 
are going to be the ones tackling the 
questions we couldn’t imagine 20 years 
ago and will lead to breakthroughs in 
the next few decades.” 
—�Edwin Cook, M.D., Director of the 

Center for Neurodevelopmental 
Disorders at the University of Illinois 
at Chicago
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2016  
FAY/FRANK SEED GRANT 
RECIPIENTS

AUTISM, SCHIZOPHRENIA, 
MENTAL ILLNESS

Kristen J. Brennand, Ph.D.
Icahn School of Medicine at  
Mount Sinai 
Department of Psychiatry 
Establishing a stem cell-based 
functional characterization of 
NRXN1-mutations from  
psychosis patients

ULTRASOUND TO ACTIVATE 
NEURONS, NEURAL CIRCUITS

Sreekanth H. Chalasani, Ph.D.
The Salk Institute for  
Biological Studies 
Molecular Neurobiology Laboratory
Develop the sonogenetic method 
to manipulate the activity of 
mammalian neurons in vivo

EPILEPSY, SEIZURES

Catherine A. Christian, Ph.D.
University of Illinois at  
Urbana-Champaign 
Department of Molecular and 
Integrative Physiology
Optoglial modulation of inhibition 
and seizure susceptibility

MENTAL ILLNESS

Yiyang Gong, Ph.D.
Duke University 
Department of Biomedical 
Engineering
Ultrafast optical recording of 
spiking activity in a zebrafish  
neural circuit

MAGNETS TO REMOTELY 
MANIPULATE NEURONS,  
NEURAL CIRCUIT MAPPING

Ali Guler, Ph.D. 
University of Virginia 
Department of Biology 
Next generation magneto- 
genetic tools for manipulating 
neural activity

HUNTINGTON’S DISEASE

Myriam Heiman, Ph.D.
Massachusetts Institute  
of Technology 
Picower Institute for Learning  
and Memory
In vivo CRISPR screening  
for modifiers of mutant  
Huntingtin levels  
(Women’s Council Recipient)

 
SPINAL CORD INJURY

Alexander Jaworski, Ph.D. 
Brown University 
Department of Neuroscience 
Somatosensory information 
processing through spinal 
commissural neurons

AUTISM, CORTICAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Kenneth Y. Kwan, Ph.D.
University of Michigan 
Human Genetics/Molecular & 
Behavioral Neuroscience Institute
Brain somatic mutations at ASD-
associated genetic loci

DRUGS OF ABUSE, DEPRESSION, 
SCHIZOPHRENIA 

Kira E. Poskanzer, Ph.D.
University of California,  
San Francisco 
Department of Biochemistry  
and Biophysics 
Lighting up astrocytes: 
neuromodulator activation in  
the cerebral cortex

HUNTINGTON’S DISEASE	

Melanie A. Samuel, Ph.D. 
Baylor College of Medicine 
Department of Neuroscience, 
Huffington Center on Aging
Decoding the molecular regulators 
of synaptic integrity

POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS 
DISORDER (PTSD)

Rebecca M. Shansky, Ph.D. 
Northeastern University 
Department of Psychology 
Chemogenetic dissection of sex-
specific fear circuits

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS

Oleksandr Shcheglovitov, Ph.D. 
University of Utah 
Department of Neurobiology  
& Anatomy
How does loss of SHANK3 in 
human neurons affect neuronal 
connectivity in the brain

2017  
FAY/FRANK SEED GRANT 
RECIPIENTS

NEUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS,  
OBSESSIVE COMPULSIVE  
DISORDER (OCD) 

Susanne Ahmari, M.D., Ph.D.
University of Pittsburgh 
Department of Psychiatry 
Identifying the molecular substrates 
of OCD using human post-mortem 
brain and optogenetics in mice

AUTISM, DEPRESSION, 
LEARNING, MENTAL ILLNESS

Diasynou Fioravante, Ph.D.
University of California, Davis 
Department of Neurobiology,  
Physiology and Behavior
Charting new territory: the 
Cerebello-amygdala circuit and its 
role in emotion regulation

GUT MICROBIOTA AND  
THE BRAIN

Elaine Hsiao, Ph.D.
University of California, 
Los Angeles
Department of Integrative Biology 
& Physiology
Dissecting molecular and cellular 
mechanisms for communication 
across the microbiota-gut- 
brain axis  
(Women’s Council Recipient)

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE, MEMORY
Kei Igarashi, Ph.D.
University of California, Irvine 
Department of Anatomy and 
Neurobiology
Neural circuit mechanisms in the 
early stage of Alzheimer’s disease

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE, 
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY (TBI)

Terrance Kummer, M.D., Ph.D. 
Washington University in  
Saint Louis
Department of Neurology 
Traumatic synaptic injury and its 
impact on AD

 
ADDICTION, SUBSTANCE ABUSE  

Ian Maze, Ph.D.
Icahn School of Medicine at  
Mount Sinai
Department of Neuroscience 
Beyond Neurotransmission: 
exploring roles for synaptic 
dopaminylation in drug- 
induced plasticity

AUTISM, SCHIZOPHRENIA, 
NEUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS 

Jason Stein, Ph.D.  
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 
Genetics and Neuroscience Center 
Identifying genetic influences on 
chromatin accessibility during 
human cortical development

VISION, BLINDNESS

Kwoon Wong, Ph.D.
University of Michigan 
Department of Ophthalmology & 
Visual Sciences
Treating blindness by manipulating 
intraretinal melanopsin signaling

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE 
DEVELOPMENT DISORDERS

Michael Yartsev, Ph.D.
University of California, Berkeley 
Helen Wills Neuroscience Institute, 
Department of Bioengineering
Neural codes for perception and 
production of learned acoustic 
elements in the mammalian brain 
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ADVANCE
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Contributions from BRF’s 
generous donors have played a 
pivotal role in fueling exciting 
advances in the field. 

Inside these pages are the stories 
of some of the brilliant scientists 
and passionate supporters and 
volunteers helping make this 
progress possible.  

ADVANCE
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TRANSFORM
“�I never look at what 
people say; I always 
look at what people do. 
BRF has demonstrated 
a commitment and this 
is, for me, the biggest 
articulation of their 
confidence that we are 
doing what they had 
asked us to do which  
was be bold, be brave,  
be transformative.”
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TRANSFORMDr. Krishnan’s lab is working to create a way 
to map nitric oxide in a living brain.
Nitric oxide is one of the brain’s most 
important chemical messengers. 
Too little of the chemical shuts down 
communication between parts of the 
brain, but too much nitric oxide kills 
nerve cells and contributes to the brain 
degeneration seen in diseases like 
Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s  
disease, dementia, and stroke. 

Despite recognizing its critical role in 
brain health, scientists have struggled to 
study nitric oxide in the brain because 
they simply couldn’t see where it was 
produced and how much was being made 
in healthy vs diseased brains. It’s like 
trying to figure out what’s happening in 
a baseball game without being able to 
see the ball or bat, explained Yamuna 
Krishnan, Ph.D., a professor of chemistry 
at The University of Chicago. 

But Dr. Krishnan, a 2016 BRF Scientific 
Innovations Award (SIA) winner, is 
working to change that by creating a way 
to map nitric oxide in the living brain. 
She’s leveraging her lab’s experience 
building devices out of synthetic DNA that 
allow scientists to track molecules called 
ions in living organisms.

She had a hunch that her DNA tracking 
devices would work for nitric oxide 
imaging, and the BRF SIA grant allowed 
her to take a chance. It also allowed 

her to start using zebra fish as an 
experimental animal instead of the 
simpler soil-growing worms they had  
used for past studies.

“BRF allowed me to go completely out  
of my comfort zone and take on 
something risky,” she said. 

So far, the effort has been a huge 
success. She has built synthetic pieces  
of DNA about one-tenth the size of a  
virus that act as chemical detectors for 
nitric oxide. These detectors can be sent 
to precise locations in the brain to report 
back on the concentration of nitric oxide. 

“Now that we can see the nitric oxide  
in the brain, we can start asking what  
are the factors that tip normal 
communication between cells (arising 
from nitric oxide production) to a situation 
where you have neurodegeneration,”  
Dr. Krishnan explained. 

If scientists figure out how nitric 
oxide tips from normal to toxic 
levels, they might be able to develop 
ways to contain it. This could lead 
to treatments for many forms of 
dementia and stroke. 

This groundbreaking new technique is 
the latest proof of the importance of 
funding interdisciplinary research to help 
unlock the brain’s secrets. It’s also why 
BRF is committed to funding the most 
innovative researchers regardless of their 
neuroscience focus. 

“The brain uses chemistry, biology, 
physics and computation,” Dr. Krishnan 
said. “Any expertise you have will provide 
a new inroad into understanding  
its processes.” 

She hopes that her new technique may 
be adapted to help scientists image all 
of the brain’s chemical messengers. 
Having such a detailed map of brain 
communication would, for the first time, 
allow scientists to see in detail which 
brain cells are communicating and how. 

“If we could see all the messengers we 
can create chemical maps of the brain,” 
Dr. Krishnan said. “Without that we won’t 
be able to understand who is talking  
with whom.” 

This cell-to-cell level detail could propel 
the field of neuroscience forward and lead 
to advances in understanding and treating 
many forms of brain disease—not just 
dementias. It’s why BRF is proud to fund 
research on innovative techniques that 
drive momentum in the field. 
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The repetitive thoughts and behaviors that 
disable many patients with obsessive-
compulsive disorder [OCD] have been 
traced back to hyperactivity in parts of 
the brain essential for making decisions 
and taking action. But exactly what is 
happening at a molecular level in these 
parts of the brain remains a mystery. Even 
basic information about which genes are 
abnormally turned on or off in patients  
is lacking.

“It’s been a very understudied disease,” 
explained Susanne Ahmari, M.D., Ph.D., 
assistant professor and director of the 
Translational OCD Laboratory at the 
University of Pittsburgh. But Dr. Ahmari—
with the help of a 2017 BRF Seed Grant—
aims to change that. 

“Brain Research Foundation 
shares my vision as a researcher 
to try to accelerate mental health 
advancements through neuroscience.” 

The support is crucial as Dr. Ahmari, who 
joined the University of Pittsburgh in 
2013, establishes herself as a translational 
researcher. She has already built a 
reputation as a successful scientist 
studying OCD-like symptoms in mice and 
the molecular changes in the brain that 

underlie them. Now, she’s also tapping 
into her strengths as a physician and a 
practicing psychiatrist to simultaneously 
study the disease in humans. 

“Straddling that interface between basic 
and clinical neuroscience—especially 
when you are a new investigator—is pretty 
risky,” she explained. 

With BRF’s support Dr. Ahmari is tapping 
into the University of Pittsburgh’s 
collection of brain tissue and its staff’s 
expertise to carefully map all the genetic 
changes in people with OCD. She  
will then study if these same genetic  
changes occur in strains of mice with 
OCD-like symptoms. 

“I’m not sure I would have been able to 
initiate the project without it,” she said. 
She explained that her lab had generated 
some exciting preliminary data prior 
to getting the BRF grant, but it wasn’t 
enough data to apply for a traditional 
grant through the National Institutes  
of Health.

Dr. Ahmari and her team will also 
use a cutting edge technique called 
optogenetics to hyperstimulate select 
groups of brain cells or neurons in mice 
and observe whether it causes OCD-like 
behaviors in the animals. 

“You can turn neurons on and off by 
delivering light through a fiber optic probe 
implanted in the mouse brain,”  
she explained. 

The results will provide new insights on 
how repetitive behaviors emerge. This 
may contribute to the development of 
new treatments not just for OCD, but for 
other neurologic and psychiatric diseases. 
Dr. Ahmari explained that diseases like 
autism, drug addiction, and Parkinson’s 
all involve repetitive behaviors. So it’s 
possible that similar treatments may 
help reduce repetitive behaviors across 
different diseases. 

“My most fruitful lines of research have 
always been ones that have taken me 
to under-explored or unexplored areas,” 
she said. “For me that’s the way to 
continue momentum in the field, to 
continue pushing the envelope using new 
technologies or existing technologies to 
address new questions.” 

TRANSLATEBRF’s grant gave Dr. Ahmari the opportunity 
to expand her research and propel her career.
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“My most fruitful lines of 
research have always been 
ones that have taken me to  
under-explored or unexplored 
areas. For me, that’s the 
way to continue momentum 
in the field, to continue 
pushing the envelope using 
new technologies or existing 
technologies to address  
new questions.” 

TRANSLATE
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COLLABORATEBRF’s support of Dr. Edwin Cook’s research 
has impacted the careers and discoveries of  
scientists world-wide.

“�Our work has been 
defined from the 
beginning as very 
collaborative—the story 
of autism genetics is 
one that has moved 
from individual labs 
like ours to a consortia  
of investigators.”
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Like a tiny seed that grows into a tree, 
a small BRF Fay/Frank Seed Grant can 
be the start of much bigger things for 
researchers and their colleagues. A Seed 
grant can help a researcher tap into 
additional funding. It can help a lab grow 
into using new techniques and tackling 
new challenges. And, it can help train 
young scientists who may one day branch 
out and start a lab of their own.  

No one demonstrates the momentum-
building power of a seed grant better than 
Edwin Cook, M.D., Director of the Center 
for Neurodevelopmental Disorders at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago. In the 
1990s Dr. Cook, who at the time was an 
assistant professor at the University of 
Chicago, received four small seed grants 
totaling $46,800. 

The first BRF grant helped Dr. Cook set 
up his lab, which was focused on using 
neurochemical techniques to study why 
children with autism have very high levels 
of serotonin in their blood platelets. 

A few years later, when he wanted to shift 
from using neurochemical techniques to 
using genetic tools a second BRF Seed 
Grant made it possible. To make progress 
in clinical or translational research, it is 
often imperative to pursue new ideas or  
to switch gears to new techniques,  
Dr. Cook explained.  

“The next steps are not always what 
you thought they would be a few years 
before,” he said. “You shift to where  
the opportunities are.”

Dr. Cook’s pivot to exploring the genetic 
basis of excess serotonin in children 
with autism has contributed to an 
overall shift in autism research toward 
collaborative research approaches that 
consider the contribution to autism of 
many genes. 

Not only has Dr. Cook and his laboratory 
been influential in the field of autism 
research, publishing more than 230 
articles in scientific journals, he has 
managed to grow and sustain his lab with 
more than $14.5 million in additional 
grants since receiving his BRF funding. 

Dr. Cook has trained dozens of 
undergraduate, medical, and graduate 
students expanding the impact of those 
small seed grants to a new generation 
of researchers. Some have gone on 
to create labs of their own, including 
Jeremy Veenstra-VanderWeele, M.D., an 
endowed professor and Director of Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry at Columbia 
University and Suma Jacobs, M.D., Ph.D., 
Director of the Autism Research Program 
at the University of Minnesota. Others 
have gone on to become research-savvy 
physicians who are well prepared to 
translate new findings into their practices.  

“Our work has been defined from the 
beginning as very collaborative—the 
story of autism genetics is one that has 
moved from individual labs like ours to 
consortia of investigators,” Dr. Cook said. 
Since 2007, all of the imaging, genetic, 
and clinical data generated by Cook 
and his colleagues is available for other 
researchers to use through the National 
Database for Autism Research. 

This big picture genomic approach 
provides scientists with a large number 
of targets to study what happens in 
the brains of people with autism and to 
develop treatments in a more systematic 
way, he said. One of the things Dr. Cook 
is currently studying is how mutations 
in multiple genes may contribute to the 
specific set of symptoms a person with 
autism experiences.

None of this work and the ripple effects 
it has had on the field and the careers 
of up-and-coming scientists would 
have been possible without the seed 
funding from BRF. With help from its 
donors, BRF is committed to continuing 
to identify and support the careers of 
innovative researchers like Ed Cook 
laying the groundwork for neuroscience 
breakthroughs one seed at a time. 

COLLABORATE
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DR. COOK’S LAB  

HAS LAUNCHED  

THE CAREERS OF OVER  

20 SCIENTISTS  

WHO ARE NOW LEADING 

RESEARCH AT  

INSTITUTIONS ACROSS  

THE COUNTRY

The ripple effect BRF’s support generates is exemplified 
by Dr. Edwin Cook. In the 1990s, Dr. Cook received 
BRF Seed Grants totalling $46,800. Using the data 
from those small grants, he has received an additional 
$14,590,848 in funding. His findings have been 
published in over 230 scientific journals and the post-
docs and grad students he mentored are now principal 
investigators in labs across the country.  

$14,590,848 
ADDITIONAL FUNDING 

BRF GRANTS: $46,800
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“�The researchers we fund generate data, 
publish results, and other scientists 
consider how their projects may 
interconnect with those findings. Their 
post-doc fellows leverage those findings 
to set up their own labs, expanding on 
the knowledge generated.   
It’s a ripple effect. The research we 
fund is not happening in a silo. The 
results are disseminated beyond 
borders. So the work our grantees are 
doing is impacting research around  
the world.” 
—�Terre A. Constantine, Ph.D.,  

BRF Executive Director and CEO
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CONTRIBUTEEmily Golin understands the importance of 
philanthropy among the next generation. 

Because of her personal 
connection, Emily finds it 
particularly exciting that 
BRF’s grantee, Dr. Susanne 
Ahmari, is conducting 
research on the genetic and 
molecular basis of OCD. 
(See page 16 for more  
on Dr. Ahmari’s research.)
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Like many of BRF’s volunteers and 
donors, Emily Golin, a member of the BRF 
Young Leadership Board, has a personal 
stake in brain research. She grew up 
struggling with OCD but didn’t receive a 
diagnosis until her 20s, despite seeing 
multiple clinicians for her symptoms. So 
for her, Susanne Ahmari’s research on 
the genetic and molecular basis of the 
disease is particularly exciting.

“It’s going to potentially allow for earlier 
diagnoses,” she said. 

Emily states that scientists are studying 
what’s happening in the brains of people 
with OCD and that antidepressants can 
help patients manage their symptoms. 
But there are still many questions to 
answer about the genetic and molecular 
basis of the disease. If Dr. Ahmari and her 
colleagues can shed light on the specific 
mutations and molecular pathways 
involved in the disease, it could point  
to new ways to diagnose and treat  
the illness. 

Joining the Young Leadership Board, which 
was founded in 2017, has given Emily a 
platform to help educate others about 

illnesses that affect the brain and how 
supporting BRF can help drive research 
that may one day advance care. 

“It’s kind of opened up this new door  
to start a conversation about mental 
health and its connection with the 
brain,” Emily said. “I just can’t tell you 
how amazing it feels to contribute to an 
organization supporting such innovative 
brain research.” 

She’s so passionate that she has 
encouraged friends and others to get 
involved in BRF. In the process, she’s 
found that many people have a personal 
connection with neurological diseases.

“Almost everyone has a connection 
to someone with a brain disease—to 
someone with Alzheimer’s or someone 
struggling with depression,” she said. 

One of the things she likes most 
about BRF is that it is not solely 
focused on one illness or disease. 
This inclusive approach means  
that donations to BRF may help 
people with many different types  
of neurological diseases as well as 
help advance the field as a whole. 

“It’s magical how one organization can 
have an impact on so many areas,” she 
said. “It presents an opportunity for you 
to get involved and make a difference, 
potentially for someone you know who  
is struggling.”

It’s particularly important for young 
people to get involved with supporting 
BRF, Emily declared. She acknowledged 
that sometimes people her age feel 
overwhelmed with work or unprepared to 
help. But she said contributing to progress 
in brain science is so gratifying that it is 
well worth the time.  

“We are the next generation,” Emily said. 
“We are the ones who are responsible 
to get the ball rolling, to create this 
momentum in terms of new studies, 
new research, new development in the 
field, and starting to look into areas that 
haven’t been looked into before. This is 
our chance to get involved.” 

 
 

CONTRIBUTE
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Losing a child is every parent’s worst 
nightmare. But when a child is lost to 
suicide, family members are left with 
many questions. When BRF donors 
Deirdre Jameson and Charley Huzenis 
lost their son Jake, they struggled to 
comprehend what happened, and why: 
“Why would this happen to a seemingly 
healthy, successful young man? What 
could they have done differently? How 
could they make sure this doesn’t happen 
to another family?”

Jake was well liked and had many friends. 
He had a passion for improvisational 
comedy, even launching a comedy 
troop called Another Man’s Trash while 
attending Eckerd College. He had a 
wonderful way of making others feel 
special. “He would give you his full 
attention, his full curiosity,” said his father 
Charley.

But Jake was struggling. He couldn’t sleep 
and was plagued by disturbing thoughts 
of suicide. At first, his parents attributed 
his struggles to anxiety. “He felt relief 
when he thought about suicide; then he 
attempted it,” said his mother Deirdre 
Jameson. That attempt led to treatment in 
two different programs and to Jake trying 
to use meditation to calm his mind.

“It’s a disease that takes over and traps 
you in your own mind and you cannot 
break out of it,” Charley said.

After four years of fighting, Jake told his 
parents he was tired and he’d lost his will 
to live. At the age of 25, Jake took his  
own life.

“In retrospect, what he was saying was: 
‘Every day I work so hard to fight these 
feelings and to prevent my dying and 
I don’t have the energy to do that any 
more’,” Deirdre said.  

In the wake of Jake’s death, his parents 
received an outpouring of support from 
others whose loved ones had also  
suffered from depression. 

“It’s a lot more prevalent than we 
recognize in society,” Charley said. He 
worries that suicide may become even 
more prevalent with veterans coming 
home from conflicts in the Middle East 
with post traumatic stress disorder, 
the economic anxiety many Americans 
grapple with, and the ongoing opioid 
abuse crisis. 

So, Deirdre and Charley funneled their 
energy and the outpouring of support into 
donations to BRF. They raised enough 
money to create the Jacob Jameson 
Huzenis Memorial Seed Grant in his 
honor. The grant helped researchers study 
the underlying molecular changes that 
occur in the brains of people experiencing 
mental illness. 

“It feels like it is just the beginning of  
what needs to be done in science,” 
Charley said. 

Ultimately, Deirdre and Charley hope 
that the research BRF funds can 
one day help explain what happened 
to their son, help dispel the stigma 
that surrounds suicide, and prevent 
others from suffering the way  
they have. 

“The pain can’t even be measured and 
because of our experience we’ve seen 
it affect so many families,” Charley said. 
“That’s something that hopefully one day 
families won’t have to go through.” 

IMPASSIONA tragic personal loss drives a commitment  
to increase understanding of mental diseases.



  Brain Research Foundation  2016-17 Annual Report  25

IMPASSION

“�Brain research is something that you feel you 
want to do; you want to do this because in the 
scope of where we are, this is going to be a 
large, important area for the whole world.” 
—Charley Huzenis
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SUPPORT
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The generous support of BRF’s 
donors has been a driving force 
in the Foundation’s efforts to 
build momentum in the field of 
neuroscience. We are grateful for 
the passion and generosity of all 
our donors.

SUPPORT
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Thank you, Brain Research Foundation friends and donors, for supporting innovation, exploration and discovery through your 
donations. It is only because of your ongoing support that BRF is able to continue its momentum with the goal of finding 
treatments and cures of devastating neurological disorders. So many individuals listed here have either experienced first-hand 
or witnessed a close friend of family member struggle with a disease or injury. Your belief in what we do is appreciated and never 
taken for granted. 

Our recent and future achievements are not possible without your generosity.  

Donors to the Brain Research Foundation 
(July 1, 2015-June 30, 2017) 

$50,000+ 
36 Foundation, Martha and  
	 John Mabie

The Canning Foundation

ComPsych Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Finnegan

Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur H. Gantz

Hearst Foundations

International Airport Centers

Mr. John F. McCartney

McNamara Purcell Foundation

Peter and Alicia Pond

 

$25,000-$49,000
Anonymous

Blue Cross and Blue Shield  
	 Association

Virginia and Norman Bobins, The 
	 Robert Thomas Bobins 
	 Foundation

Crain-Maling Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Crown

Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Ferro, 
	 The Sun Times Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy

Ingredion Incorporated

J.S. Frank Foundation

Joan and Richard Kohn, Goldberg 
	 Kohn, Ltd.

Lindsay Goldberg LLC

Logos Charitable Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas W. Mabie

Marathon Pharmaceuticals

Mesirow Financial

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Nichols

Jim and Ann Nicholson

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Peterman

The PrivateBank

Anne and Chris Reyes,  
	 Reyes Holdings, LLC

John and Jeanne Rowe

Mr. Daniel P. Shapiro

Dr. and Mrs. Bradford D. Smart

Mr. and Mrs. Harrison I. Steans

The King Family Foundation

Mrs. Eve Tyree

Lavin Family Foundation

$10,000- $24,999
AAR CORP.

Abbott

Adams Street Partners, LLC

Allstate Insurance Company

Alvin H. Baum Family Fund

Anonymous (3)

Howie Berk, Illinois Disability 
	 Pooled Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Abram I. Bluestein

Bruce Foundation

Mr. Robert O. Delaney

James and Catherine Denny 
Foundation

The Edgewater Funds

The Elizabeth Morse Charitable 
	 Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Eschenbach, 
	 Huron 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Feitler

Mr. and Mrs. T. Bondurant French

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Garoon

Mr. Robert Dunn Glick*and  
	 Mrs. Robert Dunn Glick

Grosvenor Capital  
	 Management, L.P.

Nathan Hansen and Jennifer 
	 Eberle, Accenture

Helen Brach Foundation

David G. Herro and Jay Franke 

*deceased

Mr. Daniel J. Hilferty

Mrs. Edna H. Huggett

Independence Blue Cross

Jannotta Family Fund

Diane and Joel Jastromb 

Mrs. Beverly Joutras

Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Keiser

Mr. Robert E. King

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

John Krehbiel and Karen Gray 
	 Krehbiel

Jim and Kay Mabie

Ms. Cynthia J. Macfarland 

MacLean-Fogg Company

Mary Ryan Gallery

Mid-Continent Capital, LLC

Clare Muñana, Blue Foundation

Northern Trust

Mr. and Mrs. David D. Olson

Omega Healthcare Investors

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Osborn

Perlmutter Investment Company

Linda and Richard Price

The Maguire Group at  
	 Morgan Stanley

The Tampico Foundation

Thomas W. Dower Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce White

M & J Wilkow, Ltd.

Wintrust Financial Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. David J. Zott

$5,000-$9,999
Accenture

Anonymous

Aptinyx, Inc.

Arbor Assays, LLC

Baxter International Inc.

Blue Cross Blue Shield of New 
	 Jersey

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Buonanno

Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. Burns

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Caldwell

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Carbonari

CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield

Mr. and Mrs. Roger L. Carlson

Ms. Michelle L. Collins

Janet and Craig Duchossois

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Dunn

Mr. and Mrs. W. James Farrell

Fifth Third Bank

Front Barnett Associates, LLC

Ms. Brenda J. Gaines

Mr. David W. Grainger

Groom Law Group

Beverly and Warren Hayford

Health Care Service Corporation

Huron Consulting Group

James Huntington Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Jay

JRG Capital Partners LLC

Mr. Robert A. Judelson

Lamb Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Lerner

Dr. Bennett Leventhal and Dr. 
	 Young Shin Kim

The Malkin Family

MAXIMUS Foundation

Mr. Jeffrey McVehil

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mills

Mr. Robert J. Moore

Susan J. Moran and John 
	 McDonough

Suzanne M. Kopp-Moskow and 
	 Michael H. Moskow

Navigant

Network for Good



  Brain Research Foundation  2016-17 Annual Report  29

Paul Galvin Memorial Foundation 
	 Trust

Ms. Kathy Richland Pick

Mr. Jeffrey Rubenstein

Satter Foundation

Mr. Andrew Sprogis

Mr. David Storch

The Bluhm Family Charitable 
	 Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Mark D. Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. David C. Weislogel

William Blair

Susan and Bob Wislow

$1,000-$4,999
5 Star Concrete

Susan and Lawrence Aaron

Action Plumbing

America’s Health Insurance Plans

Anonymous (2)

APCO Worldwide

Arkansas Blue Cross & Blue Shield

Mr. Thomas Baltz

Roberta and Harold Barron

The Bill Bass Foundation

Belgravia Group Ltd.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
	 Kansas City

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
	 Minnesota

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
	 Louisiana

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
	 Michigan

Mrs. Lois H. Brennan

Mr. William J. Brodsky

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Brookstone

Mr. and Mrs. Roger O. Brown

The Bertha and Henry Brownstein 
	 Foundation

John and Jacolyn Bucksbaum 
	 Family Foundation

Burger Antics

Mrs. Melody Burke

The Honorable Edward M. Burke 
	 and the Honorable Anne Burke

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin T. Callahan

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Canel

Ms. Karin Carlson

Mr. Ross Chambers

Christopher B. Galvin Family 
	 Foundation

Ms. Beatrice Cisneros

CMC America Corp.

Marcia S. Cohn*

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Colman

Dr. Terre A. Constantine

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Darnall

Deloitte

Dentsu McGarry Bowen, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey T. Diehl

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick L. Dumstorff

Edelman

Epic Builders Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Burt Fainman

Mr. and Mrs. D. Alex Falconer

Mr. Gary Fencik

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Fetzko

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Marshall Field V

First Bank and Trust

Mr. and Mrs. David H. Fishburn

Mr. and Mrs. James Fleischhacker

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Foote

Philip M. Friedmann Family 
	 Charitable Trust

Mrs. Mary B. Galvin

Mr. James L. Garard, Jr.

Geller Capital Partners, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. James J. Glasser

Arthur and Susie Goldner

Mr. and Mrs. Scott D. Goldstein

Jill and Brad Gordon

Mr. and Mrs. Elisha P. Gould, III

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Gray

Ms. Karen Z. Gray

Mr. Thomas D. Grusecki

Mr. Arthur Gutterman

Mr. and Mrs. Hill Hammock

Haymarket Brewing Company

Mrs. Diana J. Healy

 
*deceased

Mr. Jeffrey B. Hecktman 

The Herr Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Hillman

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Holland

Ms. Alice Holt

Horwood Marcus & Berk 
	 Chartered

J.M. Huber Corporation 

Hu-Friedy

Leland E. Hutchinson and  
	 Jean E. Perkins

Mr. and Mrs. Edward R. James

Ms. Amy Joffe

Kathryn and Bruce Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Katz

Mr. Dennis J. Keller

Patricia and Martin Koldyke

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lariviere

Ms. Daniele M. Laub

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Lawlor, III

Mr. Joseph Learner

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lenny

Mr. Daniel E. Levin

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Leviton

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Lillard

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Linn

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest MacVicar

Maurice Sporting Goods, Inc.

Max Goldenberg Foundation

MB Financial Bank

Mr. Raymond F. McCaskey

Washington Pittman & McKeever, LLC

Mr. Andrew J. McKenna

Ruthie and Alan McNally

Martha and Richard Melman

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Miller

Mr. and Mrs. John K. Nelson

Nicor Gas 

Northern Builders

Parkway Bank & Trust Company

Ms. Melissa Norris

Mr. and Mrs. Homi B. Patel

Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan 
	 Foundation

Rubin and Minnie Katz Foundation

Peck Ritchey, LLC

Piper Jaffray Charitable Giving 
	 Program

PJH & Associates, Inc.

Plante Moran, PLLC

Pritzker Traubert Family 
	 Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Puth

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin L. Read, III

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Redmond

Mr. Jerry M. Reinsdorf

Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Richman

Mr. John Rokacz and Ms. Susan 
	 Lichtenstein

Mr. and Mrs. John Rose

Mr. James L. Rosenbloom

Royal Imperial Group

Mr. William A. Rudnick

Mr. Alan Salpeter

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Schaeffer

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel C. Scott, III

Ms. Karen Segal

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Segal

Senior Lifestyle Corporation

Mr. Michael Sharkey

Mr. Herman Siegelaar

Mr. Alejandro Silva

Honorable and Mrs. John B. Simon  

Dr. Sangram S. Sisodia

Mrs. Barbara A. Speer

Standard Parking

Mr. and Mrs. Neele E. Stearns, Jr.

Avy and Marcia Stein

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Stoeckel

Mr. and Mrs. Russ M. Strobel

Mr. Robert J. Stucker

Mr. Gregory Taylor

The Honorable and Mrs. James R. 
	 Thompson

Michael A. Toolis and Theresa 
	 Mintle

Transco Inc. Charitable 
	 Foundation

Tully Family Foundation

Mrs. Kelly Vandermel

VOA Associates Incorporated

Mr. Thomas Wake

Ms. Joan Werhane
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Mr. Peter Willmott

H. M. Witt and Co.

The Gregg Aaron Zale Family 
	 Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Zisook

$500-$999
Mrs. Heather Higgins Alderman

Avrum Gray Family Fund

Kathyrn Azizi

Mr. and Mrs. Randolph C. Barba

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Barney

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Barton, Jr.

The Alben F. Bates & Clara G. 
	 Bates Foundation

Mr. Peter Bensinger

Ms. Lonni Berkley

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas H. Cameron

Mr. Myron M. Cherry

David Chizewer

Mr. Lawrence O. Corry

Dr. Caralynn Collens

Ms. Beth Davis  

DLA Piper LLP

EDCO Health Info Systems, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Edelson

Mr. Richard B. Egen

Eli’s Cheesecake Co.

Mr. and Mrs. James Feldman

Ms. Kay A. Finch

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Frentzel

Mr. David Glickstein

Mr. Ellis M. Goodman

Ms. Fay Hartog-Levin

Mr. and Mrs. Larry V. Hedges

Ms. Amy Heifitz

India Hicks

James Alexander Trust

Mr. Patrick Jones

JPMorgan Chase Foundation

Mr. Myles D. Kaluzna

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Keller

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Kravitt

Ms. Bonnie B. Krueger

Mr. Adam Lerner

Ms. Terri M. Lind

Mr. Pete Maguire

Ms. Jade Markinson

Mr. and Mrs. Stanford D. Marks

Mr. John E. Maskel and Ms. 
Beverly A. Matre

Mr. Thomas Mazzetta

Ms. Leslie McLamore

Timothy Mikesell and Amy 
	 McCarty

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Murley

Mr. John Neidlinger

Mr. Ken Norgan

Mr. Stephen Orth

Dr. P. Hande Ozdinler

Mr. Donald Palmer

Mr. Pascoal Pedro

PNC Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Barry C. Preston

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew S. Rahn

Rapid Displays

Ms. Elizabeth Reese

Mrs. Donald I. Roth

Mr. and Mrs. David Rudis

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sher

Mr. and Mrs. David Simon

Ms. Gayla Skates

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran 
	 Church

Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Staley

Mr. and Mrs. Steven D. Steinberg

Ms. Lizbeth Stiffel 

Jocelyn Blair Stoller

STP Enterprises, Inc.

Supera Family Foundation

Takiff Family Foundation

Mr. Nicholas E. Tarant

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Tebbe

Transco Inc. Charitable 
	 Foundation

US Bank

$100-$499
Abraham Company

Ms. Heidy Abreu-Rodriguez

Mr. Alan Adams

Ryan Adkins

Advantage Contractor Solutions

Ms. Sana Ahmed

Allen Boone Humphries  
	 Robinson LLP

Allina Health Systems

Mr. and Mrs. Steven L. Alwin

Anonymous 

Mr. David Apatoff and  
	 Ms. Nell Minow

Ms. Lori Arnold

ASAP Garage Door Repair, Inc.

Asian American Medical Society

Charles Bank

Mr. and Mrs. James Bankers

Mayor Megan Barry

Mr. Jim Bechthold

Ms. Mary Ann Beck

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. Behling

Mr. and Mrs. George Benson

Gregory Berkowitz

Ms. Julie Bessent

Mr. Trevor Blanarik

Mr. and Mrs. Philip D. Block, III

Mr. Andrew Bluestein

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Blunt

Ms. Carlene C. Blunt

Lee Boushie and Wendy Kaufman

Mr. Jeffrey Brand

Mr. Terrence J. Bronowski

Ms. Rachel Bronson

Ms. Robin L. Brown

Ms. Dorothy R. Bucaria

Builders Lighting & Design, Inc

Dana Bulbin

Camino Services

Ms. Sally R. Campbell

Mr. Brian Campo

Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. Carney

Ms. Nancy Carson

Ms. Katherine Chariton

Mr. Andre Chung

Ms. Mary Ellen Coghlan

Mr. Meir Cohen

ConferenceDirect

Contractors Flooring Outlet 

Mr. John Cooper

Mr. Adam Cooper

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan A. Cordier

Ms. Elizabeth Coulton

Ms. Cathi Crist

Ms. Elizabeth Cummings

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Cunningham

Mr. Kenneth N. D’Alessandro

Mrs. Coleen Daniels Paugh

Mr. and Mrs. Vijay Dave

Mrs. Jennifer Dersom

D-H Chamber of Commerce

Direct Fx Trading Pty Ltd

Ms. Josie DiRiggi

Mrs. Patricia Drake

Mr. Mark R. Eaker

Ms. Alison Earley

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Edelson

Mr. Allen E. Eliot

Ms. Merilee Elliott

Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Embree

Euroview

Mr. J.T. Evans

Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. Fairchild, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. S. Warren Farrell, Jr.

The Honorable Glenn L. Felner

Dr. Gupoing Feng

Mr. Michael C. Fina

Mr. John Fisher

Larry and Jenny Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Flannery

Mr. Bill Flemming

Mr. Joseph L. Flint

Mr. and Mrs. S. Walter Foulkrod, III

Foundation Building Materials 

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Friedberg

Ms. Shanin Fuller

Mr. Ray Gador

Dr. and Mrs. Henry Gault

Dr. Krista Johnson and  
	 Dr. Brian K. Gehlbach 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gelick

Mr. and Mrs. Denis Gerrior

GFWC Illinois Federation of 
	 Women’s Clubs

Mr. Babar Ghias

Mr. Eric Gill

Mrs. Ethel C. Gofen

Ms. Linda Goodarzi

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Graff

Mr. Walter Bruce Gray

Mr. Jeff Gregg

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Grodzin
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Ground Breakers Inc

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy B. Hansen

Dr. Glen Hansen

Mr. Jim Hanson

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Harig

Mr. Robert F. Harris

Mr. Mark L. Hebert

Amy Heifitz

Dr. and Mrs. Javad Hekmatpanah

Susan Heller

Ms. Veronica Herboth

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen S. Herseth

Mrs. Glenda Hooker

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hoppe

Mr. Dave Hoxie

Mr. and Mrs. Byron L. Hyink

Mrs. Virginia Ingling

Innovative Artists

Ms. Jill Jackson-Chavis

Mr. and Mrs. Max Jacobson

Ms. Sandra D. Jaggi

Mr. and Mrs. Vyto Jonynas

Mr. Dan Jordan

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Kaderbek

Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Kane

Mr. James A. Karagianis

Mr. Melvin L. Katten

Ms. Jackie Kean

Ms. Lori Kerrick

Ms. Penny Key

Ms. Sandra Kite

Mr. James Knapp

Ms. Mary M. Kocher

Mr. and Mrs. Shaun Kondamuri

Mr. Avram Kornberg

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Kotler

Ms. Rosemary Kowalski

Ms. Barbara Bloom Kreml

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald J. Krol

Mrs. Mickey Larson

Mr. and Mrs. Noah Lerner

LETech Inc

Mr. Alan Lev

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Levi

Mr. Sherman Levie

Steven Levy

Mr. and Mrs. Stanton Lewin

Mr. and Mrs. Donald C Lisle

Mrs. Margery Livingston

Lorenz Lobsiger

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Loveman

Mr. Bruce Lubin

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Mack, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Alan D. MacKenzie

Mr. Mark R. Madsen

Ms. Carrie Mahan

Mr. James Marion

Ms. Nadine P. Martens

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Medors

Ms. Lisa Micou Meers

Mr. Jack Miller

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Mills

Mr. David N. Missner

Ms. Toni Mola

Ms. Caroline Montgomery

Mr. Mark Monticelli

Terry Moritz

Jon Morris

Mr. Todd Morris

Mr. and Mrs. John Mostofi

Mr. George Moutos

Ms. Patricia Murphy

Ms. Johanna Mussche

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Neff

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Neff

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Neuhaus

Mr. and Mrs. Hoang Nguyen

Ms. Marsha Orent

Part 2 Events, LLC

Zach Pellish

Mrs. Cathy Philbin

Ms. Jean Place

Donald S. Powers Marital Trust

Present Time, LLC

Procom Enterprises Ltd

Ms. Georgia Pung

Mr. and Mrs. Scott W. Rahn

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rashid

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ray

Mr. Fred Regnery

Jonathan Reiner

Ms. Terri Reniva

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Robin

Mr. Julian Robinson

Mr. Aaron Robinson

Mr. Ben Rowland

Mrs. Donna Ruder

Mr. and Mrs. David W. Ruttenberg

Judith Sager

Mr. Joel Salk

Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Santucci

Julia A. Scherer Trust

Cathy Schneider 

Ms. Joan Scully

Syril Shapiro-Weiss

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Sharp

Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Sierra

Ms. Alison Silver

Mr. Dave Simmons

Mr. Joseph P. Simon

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Simone

Mr. and Mrs. Randy K. Smith

Mr. Michael Smith

Mel  Smith and Janet Carl Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence K. Snider

Mr. and Mrs. Steven P. Stanbrook

Mr. Victor Stasica

Dr. and Mrs. Mark Stein

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Stein

Abe Steinberg and Candice 
	 Goldstein

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Stephens

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Struthers, Jr.

Lt Col Thomas J. Syracuse USA (ret)

Mr. Eric Tatro

Mr. and Mrs. Kent T. Taubensee

Ms. Patricia Peiyun Tsao

Mrs. Elizabeth K. Twede

UB Foundation Activities, Inc.

Ms. Kelly Ugenti

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Uihlein

United Way of Metropolitan 
	 Chicago

Alexi Vahlkamp

Mrs. Odette Van Singel

Mrs. Margaret Vandermel

VanDeWiele & Vogler, Inc.

Dr. Matt Varner

Mr. and Mrs. John Wells

Mr. Joe Wicklander

Mr. and Mrs. David Wiencek

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Winter

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen G. Wolfe

Helene Wulff

Mr. Jeffrey C. Yan

Ms. Karin Yoch

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Zafonte

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Zaideman

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund A. Zavaglia

Ms. Danielle Zimmerman

$1-$99
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Andringa

Anonymous (2) 

Ms. Constance Appier

Ms. Sandra J. Apple

Terry Arnol

Mr. and Mrs. W. Paul Ayers, Jr.

Ms. Tracey Banta

Mr. James Barcelona

Mr. Tyler Barker

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Beaullieu

Andrew Beck

Ms. Debra Bednarowicz

Ms. Jessica Beers

Ms. Sherri Bell

Ms. Kristen Belue

Michael Berger 

Mr. Daniel Bernardo

Mr. Carlos Betancourt

Ms. Sabrina Bier

Thomas & Donna F. Binek

Mr. Jerome Binsely

Mr. and Mrs. Lois and Al Bloom

Mrs. Beverly Bloom

Judith Bohrer

Amy Bottorff

Ms. Janice V. Bowling

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Braciak

Felicia Braude

Mr. and Mrs. John Brennan

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry L. Bridges

Ms. Meryl R. Brodsky

Mr. George P. Broustis

Ms. Pamela Brown

Ms. Julie Brown

Ms. Marilyn Burke

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Campbell
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Ms. Nicole Cannon

Mr. Alfredo Caputo

Ms. Liza Castleberry

Ms. Diane M. Christian

Mr. Dennis Ciesel

Ms. Frieda Cieslicki

Jordan Cin

Ms. Karen Clark

Tessa Coan

Ms. Jane S. Cohen

Rachel Cohen

Mr. Jackson Coley

Mark Colwell

Dr. Veronica Constantine

Ms. Susan D. Craft

Jamie Dalin

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Del Monaco

Mr. Jeffrey Dobrinsky

Ms. Laurie A. Dodich

Mr. Andrew Dolan

Mr. Stephen Dropcho

Ms. Anita C. Durkovic

Ms. Jennifer Edmonds

Susan Ellenby

Carly Emer

Mr. Francis Fadi

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Fain

Ms. Barbara Farr

Lori Featherston

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Ferrara

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Fields

Mr. David Fischer

Mr. Marc Fontaine

Daniel Fredman

Mr. Scott Fredrickson

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas French

Audie Fridstein

Ms. Anita Fritzler

Mr. Brian Frost

GC Q

Ms. Meegan Gerace

Ms. Jeanne G. Gorey

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Goss

Mr. Dale Grishow

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Hahn

Eve Hamity

Karen Hamity

Ms. Patricia Hannula

Mr. Steven Harris

Jordan Heise

Ms. Cheryl Hendrickson

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Hill

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd D. Hinkley

Mr. and Mrs. John Holton

Ms. Jody Horowitz

Father Thomas Hurley

Ashley Isaacson 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Jablon

Mr. and Mrs. David Jedlicka

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Jenkins

Mr. Preston Johnson

Mr. Preston T. Johnson

Ms. Janet Jordan

Mr. Patrick Kalamatas

Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
	 Kampschroer

Dana Karmin

Mr. Glenn A. Keats

Ms. Morton Klier

Mr. James A Knight

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Kohler

Mr. Raman Kolluri

Mr. Nicholas Konczak

Mr. Thomas Kontol

Mr. Philippe Kriz

Ms. Phyllis J. Krueger

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas W. Krueger

Mr. and Mrs. Igor Kukin

Mr. Ronald Lange

Mr. Justin B. Lauer

Ms. Stacey LeBlanc

Mr. Ron Lejcar

Ms. Kathryn Z. Lejeune

Mr. Kenneth J. Lemberger

Ms. Jennifer Leonard-Comperda

Debra Levie

Mr. Tyler Lewis

Mr. Michael Loleng

Ms. April Long

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Lunger

Ms. Lauren Malca

Mr. and Mrs. Jordan Mandel

Sara Margolis Klein

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Massey

Mr. and Mrs. Sam T. Mauro

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm J. McAuley

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. McCoy

Mr. John M. McEnroe

Ms. Haley McGough

Meadowview School Social 
	 Committee

Mr. and Mrs. William Milford

Mr. Juan F. Montoya

Mr. and Mrs. James C. Moore

Mr. Charles Moore

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Mores

Ms. Alison Morpurgo

Talla Mountjoy

Ms. Lillian Mundt

Ms. Renee Nassiger

Paige Nichols

Mrs. Nancy L. Nielsen

Corey Nissenberg

Miss Katie Oglesby

Ms. Tiffany Ollanove

Ms. Cara Omiecinski

Mr. Geoff Ommen

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Pack

Ms. Deanna Park

Ms. Lynn Patinkin

Ms. Dilyana Pavlova

Ms. Margaret J. Pavlovich

Mr. Jonathan Pierce

Mr. Michael Pisto

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Rath

Ms. Andrea Ravalico

Lynn Reiner

Mr. Wayne C. Reuter

Ms. Sondra Richard

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Riforgiato

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Rouss

Ms. Christine Rubin

Ms. Elizabeth Rudnick

Catherine Ryan

Ms. Becky Ryberg

Mr. and Mrs. Rich Saighman

Rachel Salk

Mr. Marty R. Sanders

Mr. Josh Sandler

Mr. Jim Sardino

Mr. Joe Sarna

Spencer Schneider

Mr. and Mrs. Rafael Segovia

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Seidel

Sami Silverstein

Ms. Maryann Sinopli

Ms. Mark Smith

Ms. Marilyn Smith

Cindy Smolin

Samantha Smolin

Ms. Joanne Spense

Mr. Robert F. Spiridigliozzi

Ms. Lauren A. Spiridigliozzi

Mr. Robert S. Spoczynski

Ellen and Dave Stafman

Mrs. Arline R. Standley

Ms. Barbara J. Steele

Bethany Sullivan

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Syracuse

Ms. Susan Thiess

Ms. Helen Thiros

Ms. Elaine M. Timbers

Ms. Carrie L. Tuggle

Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Turley

Nicole Vahlkamp

Ms. Elizabeth Waid

Ms. Lauren Waldstein

Carrie Walters

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Warm

Ms. Virginia Watson

Ms. Diana Weinberger

Mrs. Estelle Weiss

Mr. Ian West

Ms. Marlys Weyandt

Ms. Tressa Wierzbinski

Mr. Smith Williams

Ms. Naja Williamson

Mrs. Susan Wunderlich

Ms. Danielle Yardy

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Yellen

Ms. Ellen Young

Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. Zedler

Dr. Kai Zhang

Mr. and Mrs. Morton L. 
	 Zimmerman
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In Honor
Owen Anderson

Ms. Callie Bennett

Beverly Bloom

Mr. Norman Bobins

Mrs. Virginia Bobins

Virginia and Norman Bobins

Fiona Campo

Dr. Terre A. Constantine

Ms. Leslie Dautetman

Mr. David Eagleman

Paul and Leslie Ekstrand

Mr. Bill Gantz

Mr. Robert Dunn Glick

Vendolyn S. Harris

Ms. Chloe Hedger

Ms. Beverly Joutras 

Kim Kadison

Mr. Richard M. Kohn

Ms. Pat Koldyke

Ms. Naomi Larson

Mr. Stan Lerner

Dr. Bennett Leventhal

Mr. John D. Mabie 

Mr. and Mrs. John D. 
	 Mabie

Kathy Mignin

Paul Orso and Elizabeth 
	 Coulton

Alicia and Peter Pond

Mr. Peter Pond

Ms. Georgia Pung

Mr. Matt Rahn

Mr. Ronald C. Ruder

Mr. Scott Serota

Mr. Daniel Shapiro

Mr. Joey Shapiro

The Shapiro Family

Mr. and Mrs. David 
	 Sharken 

Nina Strnad

Mrs. Carol Viens

The Gregg Zale Foundation 

In Memory
Jose Ayala

Dr. Robert Beck

Mr. E.F. Brennan Sr. 

Dorene Clemons

Allen and Shirley Constantine

Ms. Elva Cortez

Mr. John Brian Daniels

Ms. Kathleen Dicken

Gary Drake

Sandi Emmett

Ms. Rita Erickson

Mr. William E. Fay Jr.

Ms. Mary Fletcher

Mrs. Luella Fredrickson 

Mr. David Gill

Mrs. Marilyn Gilley

Mr. Robert Dunn Glick

Mr. Adam Grainawi

Mr. Robert P. Healy

Mr. Isaac Heifetz

Ms. Brenda Hjortshoj

Mrs. Hannah Ann Holzman

Mr. Stanford Hooker

Mr. Gordon Hoppe

Jeanne Hosler Steele

Peter and Janellen 
	 Huttenlocher

Mr. Jacob Huzenis

Bruce and Brian Jackson

Mr. Alan W. Kerrick 

Mr. Daragh King

Mr. Bernard Knight

Mr. Richard D. Kohn

Mrs. Kameswari Kolluri

Ruth Kresl

Susan Leslie

Rosemary McGrail

Mr. Brian McNulty

Mr. Michael McNulty 
Mr. Dean Morris

Marshall Neuhaus

Ms. Frances Norbury

Mr. Michael Novak

Kelsey Jo Olson

Ms. Mary Susan Palmer

Ms. Elaine Paulsen

Mr. Gary Prescott

Mr. Ronald Ruder

Mr. Jonathan Rue

Bethany Schiebel

Helen Henry Spence

Mr. Michael Supera

Ms. Adele A. Syracuse

Mrs. Shirley Taubensee

Ms. Sheila Krueger Taylor

Ms. Catherine Tedeschi

Mr. C.S. Thompson

Ms. Linda Ann (Rudnick) Triana

Mr. Erik Floris Vandermel

Erich Von der Heydt

Mr. Eric Wessman 

In Kind Gifts
Arlington Race Track

The Bar Method

Blowout Junkie

Blue Apron 

Boka Restaurant Group

Bull + Bear

Chicago Bulls

Chicago Cubs

Chicago SUP 

De Cero

Drybar

Dollar Shave Club

East Bank Club

Formento’s

Goddess and Grocer

HAIR LOFT ltd

iO Theater 

Jennifer Zeuner

Karen Walker

The Kitchen 

The Langham

Leah Chavie

Lettuce Entertain You

Loeffler Randal

Madewell

Mara Hoffman

Parlor Pizza

Ranalli’s 

Revolution Brewing 

Rockbit

Second City

Shred415

SoulCycle

Steppenwolf

The Tie Bar

UP Comedy Club

Vince

Virgin Hotels

We do our best to accurately 
recognize all of our donors. If you 
see an error or omission, please 
contact us at 312.759.5157.

The Foundation’s 4-star rating 
from Charity Navigator, the most 
well-respected nonprofit rating 
organization, gives our donors 
confidence that their funds are 
being used wisely. In fact, BRF 
earned a 100% rating for its 
accountability and transparency 
for adhering to best practices. Our 
efficiency and sterling track record 
for good stewardship allow us to 
make sure every dollar of every 
donation goes directly to research.  
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Brain Research Foundation continues to fund ground breaking research thanks to the increasingly 
generous contributions of our donors and our superior investment performance. During the last 
two years, more than 100% of our annual donor contributions have been used to fund research and 
educational programs in neuroscience. We are proud of having achieved these results in each of the 
last seven years.

BRF continues to fund the most innovative neuroscience research in the most beneficial ways  
to advance the understanding of the brain. As we review all of our programs, we funded over  
$3.8 million for projects in the last two years. That amount exceeded our contributions by  
$1.4 million, thus meeting our objective of investing at least 100% of our annual support in worthy 
neuroscience programs. We are proud of our ability to be good stewards of our donor dollars.

We have included a summary of our income and major expenses and a condensed balance sheet 
for fiscal years 2016 and 2017. We encourage you to review our audited financial statements on our 
website or contact the BRF office.

The Board of Trustees and staff continue to work hard to sustain your support to fulfill our mission.  
As we start our 65th year, we look forward to building our donor base and funding more researchers 
who are focused on improving life through innovative neuroscience research.

Sincerely,

Peter J. Eschenbach 
Treasurer

Letter from the Treasurer
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Financial Statements

Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets

Highlights of Income Statement year ended June 30, 2017 and 2016

			   2017	 2016

Beginning Net Assets	 $	 13,779,270 	 $	 15,991,361 

Contributions		  1,242,119 		  1,201,681 

Interest and Dividends		  486,127 		  540,688 

Net Realized and Unrealized Gains on Investments		  1,360,814 		   (1,172,400)

Total	 $	 16,868,330 	 $	 16,561,330 

Expenses				  

Research and Education	 $	 1,631,309 	 $	 2,211,435 

General Operating		  425,611 		  570,625 

Total		  2,056,920 		  2,782,060 

	

Total Net Assets	 $	 14,811,410 	 $	 13,799,270 
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Statement of Financial Position

As of June 30, 2017 and 2016

Assets		  2017		  2016

Cash 	 $	 40,059 	 $	 66,557 

Current Prepaid Expenses and Deposits 		  3,000		  -   

Investments 		  15,411,581		  14,625,406

Accounts Receivable 		  - 			  9,676 

Property and Equipment - Net 		  10,072 		  1,698 

Other Assets		  5,200 		  5,200 

Total Assets	 $	 15,469,912 	 $	 14,708,537 

Liabilities and Net Assets		  2017		  2016

Liabilities				  

Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses	 $	 42,597 	 $	 145,277 

Grants Payable		  585,000 		  780,000 

Deferred Rent Expense		  30,905		  3,990

Total Liabilities	 $	 658,502	 $	 929,267 

Net Assets				  

Unrestricted	 $	 12,975,523	 $	 12,004,232 

Temporarily Restricted		  335,887 		  275,038 

Permanently Restricted		  1,500,000 		  1,500,000 

Total Net Assets	 $	 14,811,410 	 $	 13,779,270 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $	 15,469,912 	 $	 14,708,537 

	

Financial Statements
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BRF Board of Trustees

As of June 30, 2017

Peter B. Pond  
Chair

Norman R. Bobins  
Vice Chair

Peter J. Eschenbach  
Treasurer

Diane B. Jastromb  
Secretary

Terre A. Constantine, Ph.D. 
Executive Director and CEO

C. Brant Ahrens

Richard A. Chaifetz, Psy.D.

Wilbur H. Gantz

Nathan Hansen

Linda H. Heagy

Richard M. Kohn

Bennett L. Leventhal, M.D. 

Robert C. Malenka, M.D., Ph.D.

David D. Olson

David P. Purcell 

Thomas A. Reynolds III

Scott P. Serota

Daniel P. Shapiro 

Honorary Board of Trustees

John D. Mabie, Chair

Gary Fencik

David H. Fishburn 

Patricia B. Koldyke

Mary H. Smart

Left to right, from top:

Peter B. Pond 
Norman R. Bobins 
Peter J. Eschenbach 
Diane B. Jastromb 
Terre A. Constantine, Ph.D.
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Lauren Mandel  
Co-chair

Joe Shapiro  
Co-chair

Jon Shapiro  
Vice Chair

Myles Kaluzna  
Treasurer

Samantha Smolin 
Secretary

Angela Drewno

Josh Feiger

Alyssa Friedberg

Emily Golin

Diana Gore

Jordan Mandel

Sam Marder

Tiffany Mo

Hilary Sager

Ben Usem

Carrie Walters

Sangram S. Sisodia, Ph.D.
Chair, Scientific Review  
Committee 
Department of Neurology
The University of Chicago

Ted Abel, Ph.D.
Director, Iowa  
Neuroscience Institute 
Department of Molecular  
Physiology and Biophysics 
University of Iowa

Scott T. Brady, Ph.D.
Department of Anatomy  
and Cell Biology
University of Illinois, Chicago

John F. Disterhoft, Ph.D.
Department of Physiology
Feinberg School of Medicine
Northwestern University

Steven Goldman, M.D. Ph.D.
Depatment of Neuroscience  
and Neurology 
University of Copenhagen  
Faculty of Health 
University of Rochester  
Medical Center

Daniel A. Peterson, Ph.D.
Department of Neuroscience
Rosalind Franklin University

Marina Picciotto, Ph.D.
Department of Psychiatry
Yale University

Nenad Sestan, M.D., Ph.D.
Department of Neurobiology
Yale University

Sandra Jaggi  
Director of Philanthropy

Abigail Hansen 
Office Manager

Vyto Jonynas
Bookkeeper

BRF Young Leadership Board

BRF Scientific Review Committee

BRF Staff
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